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On Aug. 5, deputy assistant secretary of state for inter-American affairs Robert Gelbard told the
Senate Foreign Relations subcommittee for western hemisphere affairs that the Bush administration
supports a legislative initiative to strengthen the embargo against Cuba. Gelbard said the
administration recognizes that such a move could damage US relations with other countries and
would probably have only a "limited impact" on the Cuban economy. According to Gelbard,
the action is justified by the fact that the "Cuban leadership faces its worst crisis in 33 years of
power, [and] that this is a bipartisan strategy which enjoys the complete support of US citizens,
the Congress and the government." The legislation, sponsored by Rep. Robert Torricelli (D-NJ),
and prepared with the assistance of the Miami-based Cuban American Foundation, was approved
by the House Foreign Affairs Committee in June. A controversial aspect of the legislation is the
prohibition of all trade with Cuba by foreign subsidiaries of US firms. US businesses have strongly
criticized the prohibition, arguing that it will only benefit their foreign competitors. Legislators and
foreign affairs observers assert that the legislation is essentially an election-year attempt by the
Bush administration to solidify support among members of the Cuban exile community. (Source:
Notimex, 08/05/92)
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